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                        Is it possible to open a pdf that requires Adobe Reader 8 without using acroread?
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I have a PDF file (first link here) that when opened says:



  The document you are trying to load requires Adobe Reader 8 or higher. You may not have the 
  Adobe Reader installed or your viewing environment may not be properly configured to use 
  Adobe Reader.




I have tried Document Viewer (evince), okular, xpdf, gv, qpdfview, mupdf as well as the built-in pdf viewers in Firefox and Chromium. They all show the same message.


The file works fine in acroread 9, but I know that is no longer supported for Linux, so I would like to have an alternative. In this case there is a plain pdf version of the file.
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                Here is a publicly accessible document that has the same problem, which may be easier for people trying to answer this question: canada.ca/content/dam/ircc/migration/ircc/english/pdf/kits/…
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We can't get to the pdf in question directly and the page that offers it does not offer a direct link. That makes this question inconvenient for discussion.

The document in question is an Adobe LiveCycle Designer file, which in my opinion should not be labeled as a "PDF" file because it does not comply with the open standards for a PDF file. It is an XFA form document.

See here about the fact that XFA is not part of the open PDF standard, it is a proprietary Adobe hack that is now deprecated by ISO TC 171: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PDF#:~:text=Adobe%20Systems%20introduced,as%20an%20external%20proprietary%20specification

My instinct is to tell Adobe to jump in the ocean and forget about their stupid format, but if you are determined, it appears the best options are to run Adobe Reader DC inside Wine (or similar)

https://unix.stackexchange.com/questions/265845/pdf-reader-that-supports-xfa-forms-while-adobe-reader-is-not-supported-in-recen

Or Use Adobe DC to convert that LiveCycle Designer file to a PDF:

https://uknowit.uwgb.edu/page.php?id=63187

However, this seems like a bad idea to me because we are forced back into a closed technology that Adobe owns and only Adobe can open.  It is not a legitimate PDF, if PDF is still supposed to mean "portable document format". Which this LiveDesigner file is not.
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                "My instinct is to tell Adobe to jump in the ocean and forget about their stupid format" Ha! I'm inclined to agree. It's too bad that the government of Canada seems to be providing official forms in this format. eg: canada.ca/content/dam/ircc/migration/ircc/english/pdf/kits/…
                
                
– Laurence Gonsalves
                

                Aug 25, 2019 at 19:12
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Finally, there are some decent solutions to this for Linux users. They really should be known as XFA files, and calling them PDFs is pretty deceptive as noted in another answer.

As of October 2021, Firefox 93+ can open, fill, and print these files by default.

As of August 2021, Chrome 95+ also supports these files. However, to open them in Chrome, you'll need to go to chrome://flags, search for "xfa", and explicitly enable XFA support:
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                I found with the chrome flag I could now indeed open them, but not edit them. Firefox could though!
                
                
– Dan Jacobson
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Recently encountered this issue trying to open PDF forms created by the Canadian Government, and can confirm that Master PDF, opens such PDF files on Ubuntu 20.20 and allow filling in the forms.

For reference, I've checked version 5.6.29 (both registered and unregistered), but it's quite possible previous versions work as well.
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