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Is there a way to install a printer that prints to pdf?


There's a lot of discussions about this in the web foruns, but none seens to work.
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                A more up to date answer can be found here
                
                
– fbicknel
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If you've CUPS installed, you can easily add a "PDF Printer" by installing the cups-pdf package:


sudo apt-get install cups-pdf



or since Ubuntu 16.04


sudo apt-get install printer-driver-cups-pdf



The pdf printer provided by that package will "print" the resulting PDFs into the /home/[user]/PDF directory.
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                Since Ubuntu 16.04, the package is called printer-driver-cups-pdf.
                
                
– sergej
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                I get blank output files
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                It can take a minute or so to complete "printing."  So if you're getting blank pages or a "corrupted pdf," just give it a few minutes and check back later.
                
                
– Freedom_Ben
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                since Ubuntu 18.04 the cups-pdf and its successor printer-driver-cups-pdf do not work any more. The "printer" disappears. Any idea how to print PDF from wine based apps??
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                Nov 5, 2018 at 23:01
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                Note that when using sudo apt install cups-pdf at least, the new "printer" that shows up in your print menu is called simply PDF, and when you select this printer and click the "Print" button, it then outputs the generated PDFs into this folder: ~/PDF, with a file name such as job_217-untitled_document.pdf. It took me a while to find them, as it looked like nothing was happening, and no dialog box came up (in typical Linux fashion: not very user-friendly!)
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Ubuntu ships with this functionality. Try opening gedit or another GUI text editor and clicking the print button:



When the Print dialog appears, select the "Print to File" printer and select a location for the PDF. After clicking Print, you should end up with a PDF file in that location containing an identical copy of what would have printed on a sheet of paper.
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                It's correct, the problem is with wine! Apps running under wine will not have access to this printer.. :(
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                The cups-pdf printer is available also for applications running under wine.
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                a lot of other image and text viewers and editors have this option
                
                
– user47206
                

                Jun 7, 2012 at 15:55
            

        

    
	
        
            
                    8
            

        

        
            
                
                This built in printer only shows up in certain applications... For example, it doesn't show up in Thunderbird or LibreOffice.
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                Using this you have to be careful of not overwriting your last printed file.
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                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                    


    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            3
        

        
            
        


        

    
    








            
                
                    
                

            


    
    




        


        


    
    
Whenever you print , there is already an option for "print to file".
I hope you are talking about that.. if not then please elaborate your question
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                Yes, depending on the software you are using there's already this option. But for Astah UML, for example, there isn't. I would like something like the "print2pdf" software (this one, for Windows).
                
                
– The Student
                

                Nov 22, 2011 at 19:28
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Yes, this is independent from "print to file".        apt-get install cups-pdf is back for a while.        In Ubuntu 19 and 20 I could use it again. Works fine. mostly. Acts like a printer (same like the Redmond workaround).
                
                
– opinion_no9
                

                Feb 21, 2020 at 22:22
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                


                                    
        
            
                    
                        
                    

                
                    
                            
                                Highly active question. Earn 10 reputation (not counting the association bonus) in order to answer this question. The reputation requirement helps protect this question from spam and non-answer activity.
                                
                            

                    

                

            

        





                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	printing
	pdf

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                AI-generated content is not permitted on Ask Ubuntu
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Goodbye Gunnar Hjalmarsson 1958.10.06 - 2023.12.20
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					2

				
				Print a pdf file from a large pdf file
			

            
				
					95

				
				How can I edit a picture into an existing PDF file?
			

            
				
					5

				
				CUPS-PDF prints a blank page
			

            
				
					3

				
				cups-pdf disappeared with update to U 18.04
			

            
				
					2

				
				Numerous issues with embedded objects in LibreOffice after upgrading to 16.04
			

            
				
					0

				
				How do I install a pdf printer for Foxit pdf reader on Ubuntu 22.04?
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Canon printer won't print PDF files
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Can the installation of a pdf printer make a Canon printer not to print?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Where is my PDF printer printing my documents?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Print from Ubuntu (or Peppermint) to Windows printer
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How to quickly modify cups-pdf printer output folder setting?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to set up shared pdf printer on home network
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            
	
                

                    What does an SD Card do internally during the 74 clock cycles at startup
                

            
	
                

                    Are two subgroups of prime index with a large intersection necessarily conjugate?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Can the protium nucleus be in an excited state?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            
	
                

                    Ways of improving USB-C mechanical durability
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    May Jews fulfil 100 daily berachot by listening to the berachot recited by others?
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    電話をくださる subject identification
                

            
	
                

                    Is knowledge non-physical?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Ask Ubuntu

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


            
                Ubuntu and the circle of friends logo are trade marks of Canonical Limited and are used under licence.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    