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I have a LibreOffice document that I converted to PDF at some point in time using the built-in capabilities.  The timestamp on the PDF is later than on the word processing document, so that makes sense, but I am not absolutely sure that the word processing document produces exactly that PDF.  The document is 20 pages long so it's not a good idea to check it manually.  


One possibility is to redo the PDF in a different folder and then do a binary diff of the two PDFs.  Unfortunately the command line diff indicates that the "binary files are different".  


Is there a "smart binary diff" that will help me determine if the difference is merely in meta data or some such non-consequential difference?  
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Using python3:

sudo apt update
sudo apt install python3-pip imagemagick poppler-utils
pip3 install --user diff-pdf-visually


Usage:

diff-pdf-visually a.pdf b.pdf


Usage in a script:

from diff_pdf_visually import pdf_similar

# Returns True or False
pdf_similar("a.pdf", "b.pdf")




No longer relevant if all you need is to know 2 pdf's are different. Otherwise:

In general it is a good idea to check if command + file extension are what your are looking for. diff+pdf results in diffpdf.

sudo apt-get install diffpdf





DiffPDF is used to compare two PDF files. By default the comparison is of the text on each pair of pages, but comparing the appearance of pages is also supported (for example, if a diagram is changed or a paragraph reformatted). It is also possible to compare particular pages or page ranges. For example, if there are two versions of a PDF file, one with pages 1-12 and the other with pages 1-13 because of an extra page having been added as page 4, they can be compared by specifying two page ranges, 1-12 for the first and 1-3, 5-13 for the second. This will make DiffPDF compare pages in the pairs (1, 1), (2, 2), (3, 3), (4, 5), (5, 6), and so on, to (12, 13).





Source: Ubuntugeek.com.
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                diffPDF has been unmaintained for more than 10 years, in favor of the comercial version (which only runs on windows). Unfortunately, 10 years without being maintained makes the software quite glitchy. Are there any newer, maintained applications to compare PDFs?
                
                
– chronos00
                

                Dec 13, 2023 at 18:34
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Not really. Python had as import that will do a check and returns true/false. Nothing to show that actual differences. diffpdf is still the only one. but python uses image magick.Maybe with some extra coding it is possible.
                
                
– Rinzwind
                

                Dec 13, 2023 at 19:11
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