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I have 280 pgn files that I want to merge and convert into one pdf.


PNG files names are in the sequence p000.png, p001.png etc and total space is about 30mb.


I did:


convert p00*.png to myfile.pdf 



and it worked fine. Luckly enough in the right order.


But when I do:


conver p*.png to myfile.pdf



It consumes all my 4Gb of memory and half my swap. Then it crashes with the error


convert: memory allocation failed `myfile.pdf' @ error/pdf.c/WritePDFImage/1595.



Any idea of how to make a workaround to this problem?


I think that a good enough solution would be to use convert one file at a time to pdf, with the same name. Then use pdfunite or pdftk to merge them. But I don't know how to use convert  in this way.

    


        
            
                
                    
                    	pdf
	convert
	png


                

            

        


    
        
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this question
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            


                

    
        
            edited Feb 19, 2013 at 19:45
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        Presbitero
        
            
        

    



                

            
                
    
        
            asked Feb 19, 2013 at 19:23
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        PresbiteroPresbitero
        
            1,15533 gold badges1111 silver badges2222 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

    

    






            1 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                You could just use pdflatex to place all the pngs on one pdf. More infos are on TeX.SX.
                
                
– Martin Schröder
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Imagemagick seems to be very violent with memory usage. A suggestion is to use -limit to limit the memory size convert will use, it should use a disk cache for anything else it needs. Read an explanation here:


http://www.imagemagick.org/pipermail/magick-users/2002-March/001285.html


And here's how to use the -limit option : http://www.imagemagick.org/script/command-line-options.php#limit


If not, you can do it like you describe, converting each image individually and then merging them with some other tool. Something like


for name in p*.png; do convert $name `basename $name .png`.pdf; done



should do it.


Basically it iterates over all the png files, runs convert on them, the only magic is the basename $name .png part, which will be replaced by the filename minus the .png part, so that when attaching .pdf extension to it, the filename makes sense.


Try it for yourself so you get a feel of what basename does:


basename something.png .png
echo `basename something.png .png`.pdf
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                I had to play around with the limit option and it finally worked with "-limit memory 128MiB -limit map 256MiB". Also "basename" was a cool thing to learn. Thanks
                
                
– Presbitero
                

                Feb 20, 2013 at 1:00
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	convert
	png

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                AI-generated content is not permitted on Ask Ubuntu
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Goodbye Gunnar Hjalmarsson 1958.10.06 - 2023.12.20
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How to convert multiple files to png (instead of one) in Thunar custom actions?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Convert png to pdf without using convert
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Ubuntu pdftoppm converting pdf to png
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Batch convert multiple screenshots in PNG to JPG
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Convert error when changing pdf to png
                    

                    
                        
                            278

                        
                        Trouble with batch conversion of .png to .pdf using convert
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        convert jpg to pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        How to convert webp to grayscale png?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Book that includes a sections describing a dying world orbiting a red giant, populated by evolved form of algae eating crab
                

            
	
                

                    Neovim has wrong backround setting
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a good way to shorten time to Export many pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I understand the gap between CPA and CCA1?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    Short story about a futuristic civilization that had no concept of there being a wider universe, and the ramifications of them discovering it?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    How far does the intuition "non-stationary = null sets (of certain measure)" go?; what position do non-stationary ideals take in measure theory?
                

            
	
                

                    I saved these seeds last year, but I cannot remember what they are. Some sort of flower
                

            
	
                

                    Where exactly does the root directory exist in the linux filesystem?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Entropy during spontaneous symmetry breaking
                

            
	
                

                    How to use full 6 Gb/s mode on my SATA HDD?
                

            
	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    Minimally clued 4x5 Hidato (4 clues)
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Ask Ubuntu

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


            
                Ubuntu and the circle of friends logo are trade marks of Canonical Limited and are used under licence.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    