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I am running ubuntu 22.0.4

how do I search for text within a PDF file ?

I have tried evince, but it doesn't find the text
I have tried okular, but it doesn't find the text
I have tried pdfgrep, but it doesn't find the text
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                PDF is just a container, could be just images, in which case I would try to apply OCR with something like pdfsandwich
                
                
– Pablo Bianchi
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                To do a text search in a PDF file, open the PDF in LibreOffice Draw, go to Edit, and click Find. Type the word you want to find in the box in the lower left corner.
                
                
– C.S.Cameron
                

                Apr 26, 2023 at 4:38
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If all of these tools do not find the text, then the text is not there.

Note that a PDF may consist merely of graphics of the page. The graphic represents the page which you can read, but it is not the actual text that is contained in the file. Instead, the PDF file contains images of the page. In that case, neither the PDF program nor other tools will find text because the actual text characters are not there.

Such PDF files are typically created by scanning software. The scanner creates a digital image of the page. Because graphics, not text, are in the file, the text cannot be found.

Such files can be made to be searchable by optical character recognition. With that process, the text on the graphics is converted to real text, which also is stored in the file, making it searchable. When finding text, the software searches in the added, real text while the user sees the graphics representation of it.

The best quality PDF contains actual text, used to render the text on screen with the dedicated fonts, and images to represent images in the text. These are typically created from application software, e.g., when exporting a Writer word processing file to PDF. These files render in very good quality, and are at the same time much smaller than PDF files created using scanning software.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Apr 14, 2023 at 13:28
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        vanadiumvanadium
        
            87.6k66 gold badges130130 silver badges201201 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                AI-generated content is not permitted on Ask Ubuntu
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Goodbye Gunnar Hjalmarsson 1958.10.06 - 2023.12.20
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        embedded pdf readers don't recognise keyboard input
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        PDF reader with all search results for ubuntu
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        PDF viewer with selectable text
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to search text within PDF files with docfetcher?
                    

                    
                        
                            9

                        
                        The search for the ultimate pdf viewer
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Search for a text string in commented PDF files
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        okular stamps not visible in other pdf viewers
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to find/search for text results only in the Outline/headers in PDFs open in Evince?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    What does "obey/peithomenois" mean in "but obey unrighteousness" Romans 2:8?
                

            
	
                

                    Can you enter a Steel defender for protection?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    Step-by-step re-arranging of a string with randomized characters
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    How to link an unchanging Wix URL to a PDF that will be replaced with updated versions
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    in the sentence '"You're absolutely right," agreed Jake,' does 'agree' functions as a transitive verb or an intransitive?
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Could ammonium azanide exist?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Ask Ubuntu

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


            
                Ubuntu and the circle of friends logo are trade marks of Canonical Limited and are used under licence.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    