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I am scanning documents with simple-scan and I'm finding that, if I save documents as PDF, the quality is very low, and if I afterwards save teh document as PNG, the quality is very high.


I have tried to enable "Photo" as opposed to "Text", and configured the settings to have the same resolution for text and photo. Still, the PDF has low quality (it's like its palette has been reduced to just a few colors and the resolution lowered). I'm exporting to PNG and converting with GIMP or imagemagick, but it's not an ideal solution.


Can the settings of the PDF export be configured, maybe in a config file?
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I had the same problem...
This is a problem with the jpeg-quality settings:
Type gsettings set org.gnome.SimpleScan jpeg-quality 90 in a terminal and your problem should be solved. Choose the quality between 0 and 100. This will also effect your documentsize.
For further Information: https://wiki.ubuntuusers.de/Simple_Scan/#Konfiguration
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In Simple Scan select the menu (shown by top arrow) and then select the Quality tab.


Here, you can select text and photo resolution as well as adjust Brightness and Contrast. Any changes you make persist after closing the app.





An alternative is to use gscan2pdf downloadable from the Ubuntu Software Center. This creates pdf's from scanned documents.
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                I have, but this does not have in any way the effect I would expect. Yes, there are some changes to the resulting PDF, but it looks really, really poor even with relatively decent dpi. To be more concrete, a PDF at 150dpi or 300dpi should be readable, but the result that simple-scan is giving (me?) is just really low quality.
                
                
– Ivan Perez
                

                Apr 14, 2020 at 13:30
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                I use simple scan with 600 dpi by default and it works just fine. Version is 3.28.0-0 with Ubuntu 18.04 LTS
                
                
– graham
                

                Apr 14, 2020 at 14:25
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	scanner
	simplescan

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        
	
            

            

            
                AI-generated content is not permitted on Ask Ubuntu
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Goodbye Gunnar Hjalmarsson 1958.10.06 - 2023.12.20
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            12

                        
                        How to batch convert an image to a PDF?
                    

                    
                        
                            8

                        
                        Why won't .pdf files containing transparent elements print correctly?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to Compress (More than one at a time) PDF files from terminal
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        How to set default file type PNG for Simple Scan?
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Reduce size of printed-to-PDF files
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How can I rotate all pages with Simple Scan?
                    

                    
                        
                            16

                        
                        Get printer-ready black text on white background in scanned pdf files (remove grayscale or color background)
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    interrupt from a button and wait until serial port 1 has a message
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    Instrumenting PCBs for current consumption
                

            
	
                

                    What does this icon mean in blender outliner?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there any ban that prevents the militarization of the moon?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    Verbs with ending [ます] to [く]
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a relationship between καθαιρέω ("destroy") and καθαίρω ("purify")?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Ask Ubuntu

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5948
                

            

        


            
                Ubuntu and the circle of friends logo are trade marks of Canonical Limited and are used under licence.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    